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Explore Sakurajima, an

. . 2022.02
Ancient Active Volcano

Uncover Kagoshlma s
Samurai Heritagé Through
Martial Arts'and a V|S|‘No ™~
Sengan-en [PR] »_

and a Symbol of
Kagoshima [PR]

The scenery of Kagoshima City, located in southern
Kyushu, is characterized by blue skies and the active

volcano, Sakurajima, rising from the ocean. Sakurajima
comprises two volcanic peaks, Mt. Kitadake (1,117 m;
3665 ft) and Mt. Minamidake (1,040 m; 3412 ft), and was
formed roughly 26,000 years ago. Over the years it has
experienced 17 major eruptions. Once an island,
Sakurajima is now connected to the Osumi Peninsula by
lava flows from an eruption in 1914. Mt. Minamidake
continues to emit smoke while having minor eruptions; a

reminder of the power of the Earth just below the surface.

Visit Sakurajima (part of Sakurajima-Kinkowan Geo Park),
to feel the pulse of the planet through its geological
activity.

Kagoshima City is in southern Kyushu, and surprisingly, it
is closer to cities in East Asia like Shanghai and Seoul
than it is to Tokyo. It has a rich samurai heritage and was
ruled for many centuries by the Shimadzu, a powerful
samurai family. The Shimadzu clan controlled the
Satsuma domain (modern-day Kagoshima), ruling from
Kagoshima Castle. The domain was one of the most
powerful and prominent of the Edo period (1603-1867),
and the samurai from Satsuma were some of the most
formidable. Explore the legacy of Satsuma’s samurai with
a visit to the city.
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